Tartars Fall From CIF Ranks, 83-77

By JERRY REYNOLDS
Press-Herald Staff Writer

1t all came to an end Friday night for Torrance
High.

The Tartars fell victim to Sierra High of Whit-
tier, 83.77, in the semi-finals of the CIF Triple-A
basketball playoffs. ending one of the longest—and
most successful (30-2) — basketball seasons in re-
cent Torrance history.

The villian — if there was a single villian—
was a 6-foot senior guard by the name of Bill Clap-
perton. He directed the determined and driving
Spartan attack from start to finish, scoring 20
points on seven field goals and a half dozen free
throws.

“Clapperton killed us on the fast break,” Tor-
rance Coach Will Boerger said, “We had no one to
stop him. He's the best middle man we've seen.”

Torrance also had some problems. Four of the
five starters got into foul trouble early in the game
—Bart Johnson and Fred Carpenter had three each

in the first half — and the Tartar’s usually sharp
shooting eyes failed. Torrance hit but 28 of 70 from
the floor for a dismal 40 per cent.

The Tartars weren't much better on the boards.
Center Joel Perisho pulled in 20 for Sierra, while
Torrance managed but 27 as a team Carpenter, who
leads the Torrance team in rebounding, was held
to nine for the game.

Sierra took control of the game late in the first
quarter when Johnson picked up the first of four
fouls. Jay Noble sank the first of two free throws
to tie the game at 17-17. Clapperton tipped the re-
bound as the second free throw missed and seconds
later Noble stole the basketball and made it 21-17.

The Spartans fell behind in the second period,
but a pair of free throws by Clapperton and baskets
by Clapperton and John Farwell gave them a 39-32
halftime bulge.

Torrance outscored Sierra in the third quarter,
23-18, to pull within two pomts 57-55, atter falling

- behind by 10. Joh 3 itted his

.
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Spartan
Repeats
All-Bay

With Steve Kuchenbecker|
making the All-Bay League
basketball team for the sec-
ond time, the South High|
Spartans placed one man on|
the allleague first team lnd‘
junior Chuck Fernandes on,
the third team.

The league's coaches alml
named North sophomore cen-
ter Jim Nielson to the second|
team and Charley Richardson|
and Bob Becker to the third’
team,

Kar]l Honnigmann, the out
standing two-year letterman
from the champion Redondo|
Seahawks was deemed the|
top player in the league. ‘
Teammate Ray Woodfin,|
playing for his third str:lglm
championship team, made lhe‘
first team, Dana Clyde made
the second team.

Tom Egerer of Mira Cosuw
is a repeat first string all- |
Bay Leaguer. Also making

HUSTLING REBOUNDER .
of Sierra High School takes h| one of his 20
bounds against Torrance’s Bill Doyle (3) in Cll-‘
playoff game Friday night at Long Beach. Sierra
won the semi-final round game, 83-77, to eliminate
the Tartars from the championship.

fourth foul less than two minutes inte the second
Half and Carpenter got his fourth foul near the end
of the period.

Three times in the final petiod, Torrance
moved within two points of tying the game. Each
time, however, the cold Tartars missed crucial
shots and the Spartans pushed the margin back to
four.

Carpenter sank two consecutive buckets as the
clock moved toward the final minute to bring the
score tc 77-75, but a bucket by Farwell and a goal
tending call inst Johnson put the game on the
ice with 22 seconds left.

Sierra scored the final two points on free throws
after Carpenter committed his fifth foul with four
seconds left.

“I thought we were going to pull it out,” Boer-
fer said after it was over. “We were having trouble
with their press,” he added, “and Clapperton was
going right through us.”

There were no tears in the Torrance locker

. Joel Perisho (ﬂ)
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All- Leacue

Pioneer League basketbal

Dave LaRoche of West
High was named to the All-

team selected by the coaches.

Seuth
Splits

WHO'S EXCITED? .
semi-final CIF basketball

room. “They out-played and out-hustled us,” Carpen-
ter said.

“Too many fouls too early,” Bart lamented. “I
covld have blocked some of those shots.”

“We didn't have it tonight,” Robin Fisher ex-
plained. “I don’t think anyone played up to what we
could. I know I didn't”

Despite an off night, Johnson scored 31 points
— 15 of 30 field goals and one free throw — for a
saeason total of 641, Carpenter went 10-for-11 at the
foul line but hit the mark on only 5 of 16 field goals
for 20 points and a 31-game total of 354.

Robin Fisher added 16 to bring his total to 483,
while Kreul, despite a poor seven point effort,
ended the year with 420. And Robin is the only Tar-
tar who played in all 32 games. Bill Doyle, the fifth
man, got 3 for a total of 260 during the year.

The loss left Torrance with a 30-2 record and
broke a 15-game win streak which began after the
Tartars fell to Long Beach Poly in the semi-finals
of the Compton Invitational Tournament.

While 8,000 fans patiently hold their seats during the

game between Torrance and Sierra High, Principal

Dr. Carl Ahee gives his Tartars some sideline encouragement. The team went
down to defeat, however, 8377,

(Press-Herald photo)
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Bay League baseball games!
1| With Mira Costa during the
week,
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